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Walking on the moon
I am surprised by the number of people who come to buy a property on this beautiful island and choose one in the centre of what can only be described as a lunar landscape.  The sun blinds and tinted windows of the Agent’s 4x4 working wonders to block out the miles of unmade access roads to get to these developments.

Estate Agents in the UK would be hard pressed to even get potential buyers to look at a property up a dirt track and past a rubbish tip, but it seems here purchasers focus only on their dream home not the nightmare access road. 

Once on site the natural contours and flora have been removed obliterating the former landscape, creating large terraces for housing development. Very often little regard has been given to the natural drainage of the site, the watercourses having been bulldozed over.  This must be a recipe for disaster in the longer term.

Despite the assurances that prospective purchasers are given, the present dusty access road is likely to become an impassable quagmire in January, February and probably into March.  Very often this road will stay as it is, everyone will deny responsibility for its upkeep, all that can be hoped for is another local election – the next one’s in four year’s time – when the outgoing Mayor will spend money improving some roads in return for votes!

If the purchaser is lucky, the developer may well tarmac dress the roads in the development and provide pavements, kerbing and street lighting but this is little recompense for a mile or two of off-roading to get there.

When the natural contours of a site are removed, this often gives me cause for concern.   Ravines being partially filled in, or in some cases totally filled, and ‘quarry faced’ unsupported boundaries where the development adjoins higher ground. Often the developer will assure the prospective purchaser that the development has been carefully thought out and there will be no problem in the future.  Tell that to those people that bought on a very exclusive development in Zeytinlik whose properties were engulfed in a mudslide last year, rumour has it there is still a car in one of the mud filled garages waiting to be dug out!  Many properties have been built on the edge of ravines, where gardens and sometimes properties are supported by substantial retaining walls of questionable quality, and then on the site someone decides to have a swimming pool built.  I look at some of these properties and think it is not an accident waiting to happen, it is inevitable.

Victorian Britons thought they needed to pay little heed to the forces of nature and piled the excavated waste from mines on hillsides, without a care for the future and then, on that Friday morning in October 1966, there was that great disaster in Aberfan where the slurry from one of these tips engulfed a school, taking many innocent lives.  Whilst I pray such a thing will not happen here, I look at some of these hillside developments and think all we need is some very heavy rain, and it does happen on this island, and the supporting earthworks would be washed away.

Even where thought is put into a development I still often foresee problems.  I was recently looking at a new development with a number of houses in the foothills of the mountain, the developer has given thought to potential problems and has constructed a large system of culverts and storm drains.  This pipework then discharges into a ravine further down the watercourse, this is good except approximately 200 metres further down the ravine it has at some time been filled in and an individual bungalow with a swimming pool has been built there.  Again, an unfortunate incident in the waiting.

How about the flattened sites?  Has the ground been allowed to consolidate so the foundations of the properties can be built on solid ground?  Invariably the answer is no!  I usually see shallow excavation with pads for the ground beam to be constructed, hopefully the integrity of the ground beam will keep the property intact, but I do believe in years to come we are going to see some properties perched at precarious angles where the unconsolidated ground has given way to the loads of the property.

What lessons can be learned?  I am not sure that developers can be educated but prospective buyers should step back and look at the local landscape and if it appears to be of an artificial design, where it is obvious that backfilling etc has taken place, walk away and look for a property on ‘proper’ ground.
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Yesterday’s rubbish tip – tomorrow’s housing estate!
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The beginnings of a substantial retaining wall to support a rear garden on a new development








