Appeared in Cyprus Times 3 July 2006


Sawdust and blisters
Practising as a Chartered Surveyor in the U.K. I was constantly looking for and pointing out woodworm, when I arrived here I didn’t think I would still be warning people about the dangers of woodworm or woodboring insect attack.   

In tidying up my winter log pile the other day I could not get over the amount of active insect attack in my piles of olive and lemon wood, the warm humid conditions of the woodpile bringing the little creatures out in force, with evidence of the flour-like dust (known as frass) everywhere. 

Looking at the eucalyptus logs I couldn’t help but wonder what monster bug had munched its way through the timber, leaving borings the size of a pencil or some the size of my little finger.  I am advised that these holes are caused by a member of the wasp family.

Not much to worry about as there is little structural timber used in houses here.  Although now pitched roofs are becoming popular and these are often supported on a timber frame.  Not much of a problem as imported softwoods are used and not eucalyptus and these insects would prefer the tasty eucalyptus!  However I was in a restaurant recently and on a trip to their toilet I found that the dreaded wasp had taken a liking to the softwood door frame and moulding.  It had been ravaged as can be seen in the picture.
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Alarm bells started ringing!  What would happen to untreated roof framing?  These little monsters would demolish it in no time. 



It is therefore important to ensure that structural timbers are well treated with a timber preservative to ensure this does not happen.  Sadly, when making enquiries of builders, few seem to understand the importance of such treatment.  I was lucky that my house was designed and built by a Turkish Cypriot architect who did understand its importance and all the timbers in my roof have been treated with a solution similar to creosote.  The part time and amateur builders do not always understand so beware! 

The surface of the timber needs to be treated so as to create a ‘cordon sanitaire’, therefore any insect chewing its way in or out will be poisoned. 

Timber external joinery, windows, fascias etc should all be treated in the same way prior to installation, always ensuring that the end grain of the wood is well soaked in preservative.  

Maintaining traditional external joinery is another problem – with the blistering heat and harshness of the sun, traditional paints are not the answer, they will just blister and flake without regular redecoration, including proper preparation of rubbing down the wood – a tedious and fingernail breaking exercise but any shortcuts will render the hard work useless.

The modern water based stain/preservatives are easy to apply, but sadly do little to help in these harsh conditions.  The best decoration/preservative is to regularly ‘feed’ the wood with boiled linseed oil, a method traditionally used on this island.  There is a subtle difference between linseed oil and boiled linseed oil, linseed oil goes treacle-like quickly in the hot conditions here, it is difficult to apply and remains sticky.  Boiled linseed oil on the other hand can be easily worked into the wood with a rag or a brush. An alternative is teak oil but this is thin and a poor substitute for boiled linseed oil.
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A softwood door frame ravaged


by a type of wasp larvae
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Extensive use of softwood timber in a recently constructed roof – it is important that timbers in this type of roof are treated








