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Promises and disappointments
This last week or so has been full of promises, some have come to fruition but there have also been disappointments.

For the last two years I have been dealing with an Israeli developer and I have felt as though I have been banging my head against a brick wall trying to get matters resolved.  The property is well overdue, and was when I was instructed two years ago!  And things have dragged on and on and on......  Build quality is far from what I consider to be good, and despite repeated requests to get things improved I have failed miserably.  That was until a few weeks ago when, frustrated that nothing was happening, the owner of the land came on the scene and started knocking the builders into shape.  I could not believe my eyes or ears, things were starting to happen and it made me think of my Sunday school lessons when Saul crossed the road on the way to Damascus, changed his name to Paul and became a different man.

I cannot say it’s been simple but certainly the majority of the works that I have been asking for to be done have now been carried out, to perhaps not a perfect standard but a lot better than I anticipated.  Promises have been made and largely kept.  Well that was until today when there has been a hiccup but I remain optimistic that the still outstanding issues will be resolved.  A result, I thought.  What was of more interest is that I had a frank discussion with one of the directors of the development company and asked why this couldn’t have happened earlier, rather than put my clients through the anguish. His reply was initially surprising but the more I thought about it the more I thought it is par for the course over here. The ‘registered’ building contractor could not be fired off the job, even though the build quality was at best very poor, as I understand it he had threatened to make life difficult for the developer unless he was allowed to continue.  If kicked off the site he was threatening to serve some kind of injunction which would freeze the development until the matter was settled by litigation – which we all know could be years away.  As a result the contractor had to be treated with kid gloves until there was an opportunity for a mutually agreeable parting of the ways, when other builders could then be brought in to make the best of a bad job.  So it’s not just individuals here that are being taken advantage of, even the developers are – well that is, the ones from foreign shores!

Another developer who has had quite a slating on the bulletin boards because of his financial status also looks to be coming up trumps.  I had a meeting at the end of last week to try and put together a plan for the outstanding works on one of their sites to be completed - the usual things we have come to expect here, the provision of mains water and electricity and roadways. The developer had put together a scheme of works that should mean these outstanding issues being completed within two months and with baited breath I am waiting to see if they will be.  All I can say is, the meeting was on the Friday and the electrical contractor was to begin installing the infrastructure on the Monday and by Tuesday evening he had completed it, so I am just hoping the rest of the outstanding issues will be dealt with at the same pace.  This has really only been brought about by the residents on the development pooling the outstanding monies owed to the developer and from here on in paying the new contractors direct.  I hope to be able to report positively on this in the future but, as some of the adverts say, the future looks bright!

And now for the disappointments – I think the biggest disappointment this week has been reading on the bulletin boards about a builder who has supposedly gone bust, having taken large deposits on a development and there doesn’t look to be much chance of those who have paid their deposits getting their money back.  The frightening thing is, this particular developer has done this before and just re-invents himself under a new trade name using the same offices and staff, and more worryingly the Authorities here have been fully aware of the situation for at least two and a half years that I am aware of, as it was one of the first ‘crusades’ that the Homebuyers Pressure Group got involved with.  I am saddened that this developer is continuing to get away with this, after all Estate Agents and Advocates here will all know of his track record and must be in league with him to allow it to happen again.  What does this tell us?

The next disappointment happened only today. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I read last week that Kibtek have at last received a consignment of new meters.  I was straight down to the Kibtek office on Monday, having been laughed off several times for nearly a year now when I have been in to check on progress of my application for a meter for the communal pool at our small development – being told on each occasion that there are no meters on the island!  On this occasion I was sent from the projects desk to an upstairs office, with all the queues you come to expect! and from there, only to be told I was in the wrong office and needed to be at their office at the transmission station close to the market.  I was delighted to be told my meter would definitely be fitted on Friday – well it’s now 8 p.m. and they haven’t been!  I know where they have been this week and that’s to a client of mine but his builder knows how to jump the queue – grease a palm with silver and it all happens – it brings a new meaning to keeping a few shillings for the meter!
My final disappointment was something I never expected to see here and it has even shocked a few Cypriots that I have told.  I keep an eye on an old client’s house as they are not often here and I was shocked this week to find that someone has stolen their pump and pressure vessel for the cold water installation.  I hope this is not something we are going to have to come to expect here – low crime rate was one of the reasons for moving here from the UK.





Disconnected pipes and bare cables where the pump and pressure vessel were connected - until stolen this week!








