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Natural disasters not of God’s making
Well we are coming up to the very end of March and it’s still raining!  The first of our summer visitors arrive in just over one week hoping to soak up the sun’s rays that this island is renowned for, but instead of that we are telling them to pack their plastic macs, just as I had to when going to West Wales on holiday in August as a child!
We certainly need the rain here and after a number of dry winters I suppose this is nature’s way of topping up on natural resources.  The problem we have is when nature decides to give us just a little more than we anticipated. This could be rain, wind or worst of all an earthquake.  All these can be quite damaging here, so when it comes to building we should certainly take account of natural phenomena because if it is ignored disasters can happen - should these be considered natural or of our making?  Well sadly when I look at some of the building here I think it’s an accident, if not a disaster, waiting to happen.

I have seen swimming pools built damming ravines, I see houses constructed on ravine edges supposedly so nothing can be built in front of them, but worst of all and of serious concern is where the natural topography is significantly changed in order for some residential development to take place.  I can remember having to snag a property a year or so ago where the occupier was concerned about the location of light switches and whether he could have air conditioning installed without spoiling the decorative cornicing around his living room.  What this person had failed to see was that his new house was hanging onto the side of a steep ravine, only supported by a retaining wall of questionable quality, the house being largely constructed on made-up ground.  When I told him of my concerns his response was that a family member had said the very same thing to him, but he was totally oblivious and only interested in the uninterrupted sea view from the property and the minor cosmetic detailing within the house.  I shudder and just pray that nature doesn’t shudder causing an earthquake because the location of his property would be a true test of civil engineering skills if it remains in-situ.
We cannot be blasé that this will not happen here – just look what happened in the South back in October 2006, where in hindsight they blame the catastrophic consequences of thunderstorms in Paphos on over-development.  There a couple who had got trapped on a bridge in Kissonerga during a violent torrent got swept away to their deaths when the bridge collapsed.  The storm prior to that caused £2,000,000 worth of damage to a hotel in the Coral Bay area as well as significant destruction across the district.  This even made British newspapers where it said ‘a British family cheated death after a freak mudslide destroyed their hotel as they sat eating breakfast.  Husband, wife and daughter were swept away by the avalanche of sludge but managed to scramble to safety and then helped rescue fellow holidaymakers and hotel workers buried in the flooded carnage’.  
Deputies meeting as the House of Interior Committee said that if the storm had happened during the night, and I am thinking most of the rain we get here is during the night, we would definitely have been mourning more victims.  The Deputy said he had witnessed the situation where water levels had reached one metre and the basement of the hotel had been flooded out, with beds and tables being taken out to sea.  Elderly guests were found to be grasping on to rocks in the sea.  Apartments, homes and fields were also flooded out and the Deputy said ‘it is years of actions that led to these results, uncontrolled development with natural rivers cemented up and the creation of insufficient drainage systems has slowly but surely led to these devastating results’.  The problem was blamed on over-development and the failure by authorities to clear clogged up rivers in time.
I was looking at a development earlier this week where there had been problems previously as a result of a mudslide and works are underway to strengthen walls and provide a new drainage system, but I am sure in hindsight it would have been better if this development had not taken place.  The development itself is on what can only be considered a steeply sloping site made up of unconsolidated ground and soft earth. The property I looked at was completely overshadowed by a new retaining wall of immense proportions and I do worry with the extremes of weather we are now suffering if such structures will hold up, bearing in mind they are built off what looks to be a relatively soft substrate which when wet as I found to my detriment is very slippery.  I see it a natural lubricant in the making.  For some people they do not see the risks all they see is the uninterrupted view.
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You can gauge the size of the retaining wall by looking at the truck below and this overshadows a house I was looking at





This is what happened on the outskirts of Jakarta this week when a dam (a retaining wall holding back water) failed after new extremes of weather being suffered all over the world








