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Little Boxes Made of Ticky Tacky

Not the case, unless you have driven toward Esentepe from Girne recently!  If I were to say to you, you could choose your house design on one day and three months later be moving into it, no snags, on time and being just as you pictured it.  If I were to also say to you, you can do this on this island, you would say I was in ‘cloud cuckoo land’ – impossible! 

But wait!  Turkish mainland companies are beginning to recognise the potential on this island of providing such a service.  How do they do it?  The houses are in kit form.  Those of you who have either built or dreamt of building your own home in the UK, may have read self-build magazines and seen adverts, or have been to exhibitions, where some attractive timber framed designs have been available, at realistic and affordable prices as a result of being able to unitise the construction and factory fabricate, under close supervision to ensure exacting standards and quality.

Well that is what is on offer here, but instead of being timber framed, these properties are steel framed!  I bet you are thinking they will look like a stack of containers with a corrugated iron roof, but this is not the case.  Yes, you can get some utilitarian commercial units but the size and style of properties available will amaze you.  There are thirty five different designs in the brochure I have.

So what are your concerns?  Thermal insulation – well properties have been built in the USA for years using similar methods and thermal efficiency has been easily met.  The same applies here, the insulation qualities are as good, if not better than, a traditional house. They have a sandwich wall construction with external weatherproof cladding and cement fibre (similar to plasterboard) inner faces to walls.

Longevity – The quality of construction should give a lifespan equivalent to that of a traditionally built modern house, so no problem here.  You may remember the post war pre-fabs in the UK, built with a lifespan of five to ten years but many still standing today!

Style – From utilitarian, plasticised metal faced to brick faced and stone faced buildings are available.  The brochure I have to hand has a choice of thirty five styles from the height of luxury to basic utilitarian.

Flexibility – Your design can usually be accommodated in the style that you have chosen, with alteration in size allowed in 125 cm multiplication in width and length, thereby giving you what you want - and not what I am getting used to here – what the builder wants to give you once the stage payments start rolling in!

Strength – The buildings are constructed to withstand most things.  The roof calculations allow for a snow load – hopefully not required here! Also for wind load, built to withstand winds of 102 km/hour – that is very important here.  The design has been made to withstand earthquakes to a ground acceleration co-efficient Ao:40 (first degree seismic zone), very technical I know, but ask that question of your builder and see what answer you get!

So where could this type of property be used?  Well I know of one site in Karsiyaka and I am advised of another in Karaolanoglu, where small bungalow units have been constructed for the domestic letting market, but I don’t think that is where the potential of these properties lie.  How about a developer parcellising a development site with infrastructure, roadways and plots, then giving you the choice of style and size and the promise of completion in three months.  Not a dream – this could be your dream home of the future rather than the nightmare that many here have suffered.  Watch this space!

P.S.  If you are reading this article on the plane bound for the UK please destroy, as I would not want John Prescott littering the South East of England with utility units!
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Just 2 of the designs available from Gelişim.





For more information check out their website www.gelisimprefabric.com.tr








