Appeared in Cyprus Times 08 March 2009


KO FA SO GOOD!
Over the last few weeks I know I have been somewhat negative in my views due to the quality of construction I have seen, together with the way developers either let down or take advantage of purchasers here, but this week I thought I must again give credit where credit is due.
It would not be prudent for me when writing about the bad guys here to name names as I might find myself in more than hot water, but when I am given the chance to inspect a property that has been built to a better than average standard, to a specification that was promised and at a price which is realistic, within time limits set out within the contract I feel I have to give praise where praise is due.

This week I was given instructions to undertake a snagging report on a recently completed property in Karşiyaka.  The Sales Agreement was only dated 2008 and I am told the property has been ready for snagging since January.  I knew who the builder was so honestly wasn’t going to the property with too much trepidation as when I have seen his work on previous occasions there has been little for me to criticise.

Well surprise, surprise, this property is more than up to scratch.  A three bedroomed detached villa with good quality kitchen and bathroom fittings, an ensuite and dressing room to the master bedroom and an 8m x 4m overflow swimming pool, good views of both the mountains and the sea for £105,000.  Standard finishes include travertine floors throughout, granite kitchen worktop and plumbing infrastructure for central heating so there is not much more you could want.  Finishes include coved ceilings with other ornate plaster finishes as well; the usual wrought iron balustrading and reasonable quality UPVC framed double glazed windows.

Quite frankly it was difficult for me to snag this property as there was little I could pick up on.  It is well presented and as a friend of mine who was with me said ‘clean enough to move into’.  My job was truly difficult finding things wrong and it was down to nit-picking, things like a red cable used for earth bonding (common enough practice here though!) and some blistering paintwork. I was truly struggling to earn my fee.  I did start to make notes on some very fine blistering on the paintwork to the front door but my friend thought I was being truly O.T.T. on this as even he recognised that the paintwork on this property is far better than usually found here.

So here we have a well constructed, well finished detached house with all infrastructure finished, including brick paved roadways, street lighting, mains water and electricity, completed within months of the Sales Contract being signed at a very affordable price.  What makes Kofali different from the others? Ask them as I did and it’s simple, they are builders – third generation builders – they know their job and they do it well.  They say they are still learning by their mistakes but this is not the first of their developments I have looked at and I have always found them to be of a much better than average build quality.  They provide a proper after-sales service and I have other clients who had their snagging issues dealt with effectively and not ignored.
It proves it can be done within time scales set without having to pay an extortionate price for good finishes.

I always like to balance my articles so after completing this inspection I went to another client’s property, also in Karşiyaka, built by another developer who has found it difficult to honour anything in the sales contract, the property is well overdue, the site is unlikely to ever be finished, the chances of my client being able to invoke the penalty clause is nil, and to add insult to injury for her to get a kocan she is now having to pay the builder’s Capital Gains Tax on his profit!  When it comes to snagging, they have shown absolutely no interest in doing any work, I have been pressing for over a year for them to attend to a damp problem – they did with a brush full of paint!  Looking today the damp problem is worse than ever and really needs to be attended to.  How will this get done?  By the purchaser of course employing another builder!  This client should have had a pool but this is just a concrete hole in the ground, it has stood a good water test this winter, it doesn’t look to have leaked but with temperatures about to rise this turgid green mass will be an ideal breeding ground for mosquitos.

Sadly though my last story is the more common one here and because of that then the good builders like Kofali and the handful of others I could mention suffer.  So if you are buying a house here then do your homework well, buy from a reputable builder and steer clear of the wide boys.
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Not an artist’s impression but a development completed on time and to specification 





Another client’s property sadly not looking remotely like the artist’s impression and in a sad and unfinished state








