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Is it worth the paper it is written on?

Before moving here I set up a registered company which would enable me to lawfully work here, the downside to this also means I have to spend money getting an annual Business Permit  and spend an ever- increasing amount on Social Security payments. The upside is when I spend money on behalf of the company I can set it off against my income, although in order to do this I must first obtain a Fatura or Makbuz, these are official invoices and receipts which all of us should be provided with as and when we make a purchase here, but I doubt if anyone who doesn’t have to obtain one ever does as it necessitates the seller in recording a sale and creating a tax liability.  More often or not I feel more like a dentist than a surveyor as it’s like pulling teeth trying to get a Fatura out of some businesses.
I remember being at a popular restaurant entertaining clients when every form of paper except a Fatura was produced for me and it wasn’t until I went back to my car to get my own Fatura book to show them what I wanted that I eventually received one.  Other establishments have shown KDV on their bill but then tell me they are not KDV registered so cannot issue me with a Fatura!
I expect you are wondering what this has to do with property issues. Well any of us who had or are having a long wait for our Permission to Purchase will probably relate to the above, because getting information is again like pulling teeth, you are pushing people along and shaking others up in the hope that your Permission to Purchase will be given.  Before the new rules this was the time we had to then take a large intake of breath and pay the taxes which became due, now of course most of these are paid up-front, and what did we get for this? In the fullness of time we were presented with a kocan which we all thought was all the security we needed here - a piece of paper proving Title and supposedly guaranteed by the government. 
Many of us here including myself do not have the benefit of an individual kocan but have a shared kocan, where the builder or developer could not or did not go about undertaking parcellisation. The reason given in my case is that we have a communal pool, but in many cases here the reason for some people only obtaining a shared kocan is the developer’s lethargy or apathy.  
Until this week I had always assumed that a kocan would not be issued unless all Consents and Approvals had been obtained and in place, i.e. the building construction being signed off.  I have learnt this week that this is not necessarily the case anymore and there are apparently thousands of schemes waiting to be signed off.  From what I am told a department comprising of two people are expected to undertake an inspection of each and every property to ensure that the construction is the same as the plans deposited.  Well unless this department is enlarged it is going to be a very long time before all that work is completed!   
At least I have my kocan so no problem there then ... well that is what I thought until this week when a local friendly estate agent tells me new rules were introduced at the beginning of October, as part of the new Estate Agency Act introduced earlier this year, now if you want to sell your property it looks as though in addition to your kocan you will have to have copies of all the Consents and Approvals, Building Licence and your kocan with your property marked on it. 

As I see it that means there are not going to be many re-sales available as there are very few that will tick all the boxes.  Also it may be a lot of people who have their properties on the market will find that a sale might well stumble at the last hurdle where this paperwork is not in place.
So all I can say to anyone still in the process of purchasing, make sure you get all the necessary paperwork on completion and ensure that your advocate earns his/her fees by ensuring you do obtain it all.  For the rest of us I don’t know what the answer is, perhaps sit tight!  Every rule here is written in sand and it may be that once it is found that this new rule is not really workable then things might revert! 
Just like I struggle to obtain a Fatura when I buy something here it seems it will now be a struggle to ensure possession of all the necessary paperwork when buying a property here.  

On a more practical point you may be like us in Lapta and getting a very limited water supply, in our case a few hours every eight days or so.  A small tip I can give you is to remember the ball cock valve is not at the very top of your water storage tank so as and when you do have incoming water why don’t you top up the empty space at the top of your tank by using your hose or holding down the ball cock valve to allow you to fill your tank to the brim.  This extra amount of water could mean the difference between running out of water or surviving until the next fill.  Over time it might be necessary to unscrew the ball on the ball cock which might fill with water but this is a small inconvenience compared to running out of water.
