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In at the Deep End

I am often asked for advice and guidance on pools and pool construction by prospective home purchasers and, whilst this is a specialist subject, when it comes to construction and maintenance there are a number of pointers I can give:

Firstly, there are various types of construction but there are two main types used here in Northern Cyprus.

The most common form of construction is the reinforced cast concrete type, with additional chambers for pool machinery and sometimes for a balance tank reservoir.  This type of pool construction is generally satisfactory, however like anything else here if there are short cuts in building standards then problems will arise.

The most common problem with this type of pool is inadequate consolidation of ground on which the pool is constructed. Where a pool is built on made up ground, it can crack, break its back and leak.  The more the pool leaks the greater the problem as the subsoil gets washed away and this can be further compounded if the backwash from the pool discharges onto adjacent land.

The quality of tiling is also important. Again if not done properly tiles can lift and grouting will lose its key. If tiles are not laid properly unsightly and uneven joints can be created, thereby annoying the owner for the lifetime of the pool.

Another type of pool construction, popular in mainland Europe and now gaining popularity here, is the pool liner type. This type of pool does not require the extensive ‘Civil Engineering’ normally required with a traditional pool, so is ideal where access is difficult and machinery is difficult to get on site. The hole is excavated and a concrete base is laid with block work retaining walls, into this a metal box is slotted together and this in turn is lined with a special grade of polythene to create the pool. Lining finishes often have a mosaic type finish to give the impression of a traditional pool. When filled the water pressure maintains the shape of the pool. I am not aware of significant problems with this type of pool, although lifespan may be limited. Again quality of construction is important, there should be no jagged edges or concrete lumps that could rip or pierce the polythene liner.

Once the type of construction has been decided, there are three types of pool design.

Skimmer pools -  These are the older traditional type where water level is about 9” below the top of the pool. The water is skimmed off through what would be best described as a letter box opening, allowing water to enter into the filtration system before being recirculated into the pool. This type of design does not require a balance tank as the pool water is constantly recirculating. It is however important to keep the pool topped up to the correct level, necessitating a regular water supply.  It is also important to ensure the pool is maintained properly and cleaned thoroughly. This design is often used with liner pools as construction is reduced with the exclusion of a balance tank. 

Overflow pools - These are the most common design used on the island with water levels kept to the pool edge, water overflows into a channel protected by a plastic grating running the perimeter of the pool. These pools work well although again it is the quality of construction that is important. Pool surrounds must be level to allow an even flow of water to be recirculated and it is important that the channel alongside the pool for the recirculating water is made evenly and squarely so that the pool works efficiently and the gratings fit properly.  Edging tiles must also be properly bedded to ensure a watertight joint between the structure and the edging tiles, otherwise the pool’s water level will drop and the filtration system will not work effectively.  These pools also require a balance tank, this can be another source of problem if not properly constructed as they can leak substantial amounts of water.

Infinity pools are similar but discharge over the edge of the pool into a sunken channel giving the impression that they merge into the landscape. They work on the same principles as an overflow pool and can suffer from the same problems.

Problems often exist on new build properties where the specification of the pool is not properly documented and purchasers are often disappointed with the end result.  They expect Roman ends and steps and these are omitted, they expect marble edging (Travertine) but get concrete edging instead. Often steps or ladders are not provided. It is important that these items are discussed, agreed and documented in detail with the contractor prior to any work commencing.

Once your pool is commissioned, it is important to employ a reputable pool contractor who can clean and maintain the pool correctly. The best way to obtain a contractor is to ask around locally and see how satisfied other people are, or seek references from the contractor and follow them up.  Even the largest specialist contractors are known to cut corners as they are only as good as their weakest member of staff.  I know of instances where the contractor pulls up to find the occupiers out, sprinkles a few chemicals and is gone within a few minutes – this is just not good enough.

The traditional way to treat and clean a pool is with chemical agents, and largely chlorine, although there are now other alternatives available.  I can remember staying at a cottage complex in West Wales some twenty years ago where they had adopted ‘a 21st Century’ cleaning process using ultra violet light, which proved to be very effective. This does not appear to have caught on although I have often such a system used in fish ponds in the UK.

Another popular alternative in Northern Cyprus is the Watermaid system, imported from Australia, where salt is used instead of chlorine.

I read in the paper last week that another process from South Africa has been introduced to the island, using a cocktail of minerals, including silver, gold, copper, aluminium and zinc. It will be interesting to learn of it’s efficiency.

Water supply to the pool is also important, in the weather conditions we are experiencing at the moment it is amazing how much water evaporates! Our Belediye will not now allow the topping up of pools from the domestic water supply so it is either water from a well or a water tanker once a week.

I know pools are antisocial inasmuch as they use vast quantities of the islands precious resource, but in the present heat they certainly are a pleasure and make the expense and sometimes aggravation of maintaining a pool worthwhile.
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A liner pool under construction
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Poorly built overflow pool with drainage channel of wrong proportions








