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Highlight the non twilight builder
Well for the last couple of editions I have been less than positive about the builders here on this island, and whilst I cannot name and shame the ‘twilight’ builders who either threaten me with court action or other forms of intimidation, I am always happy to praise a developer who gets on and delivers what he promises, so highlight rather than twilight!

Since October last year I have been monitoring the construction of an apartment being built in Alsancak.   It has gone to plan and looks as though it will be finished on time, although I am sure this will be in the hands of the electricity and water supply authorities rather than the developer, with only a few minor hiccups along the way.  When problems have been pointed out to the developer instead of ‘throwing his toys out of the pram’, as the twilight builders tend to do, he has instead attended to them without me constantly reminding or nagging him. I bet you think my client is paying a high price for this property, so you will be surprised to know that it is so far the cheapest property I have had to look at on this island.  Monitoring the progress of this build has been really easy compared to a lot I am dealing with, with the other properties costing a great deal more money than this one.  Why has this one gone so smoothly?  It’s easy really, it is being built by a professionally run company, running what appears to be a ‘tight ship’, building works are undertaken in an orderly manner, there is site supervision and when problems are spotted then they are prepared to listen.  The old fashioned adage of ‘the customer is always right’ appears to be one they adopt.  I just wish many other developers here could adopt the same working practices as Kofali, then there would be a lot fewer dissatisfied and disappointed home purchasers out there.

In contrast to this, whilst writing this article I have had a phone call from my client buying the house from the ‘pallet wood roof builder’ that I’ve often written about before.  He is paying at least six times more for his property than the previous client, he has paid the majority of the monies and is now being stung as usual for additional costs which the builder considers are ‘extras’, including brown window frames – although on the architect’s impression of the house these are shown as brown not white, so where does the ‘extra’ come from?  And how about the extra £1,200 for the wooden front door? The contract refers to a wooden door but the builder says the one provided is a solid wooden door?  As opposed to what I wonder? This is just a few of the so called ‘extras’ this builder is looking to charge my client £15,000 extra for. Do these twilight builders think Brits are green and cabbage looking?  It’s not even as though these builders, and this one in particular, show any care when they are building the property, I thought by now they would at least attempt to get things right.  I was taught that to be a craftsman you measure at least twice and cut only once, however on my inspection this week there was the evidence to prove no craftsman had installed the very expensive granite work surfaces, in addition to the central cut line there are two additional deep scores made by the cutting machine, which would suggest that their craftsmanship is based on cutting at least twice or maybe three times to get it right.  
Sadly it seems my second client will have to live with these disappointments, perhaps even spend out to have these bodged jobs rectified once he’s moved in, as the builder is already threatening that unless final monies are paid over then my client will not receive his kocan.  In contrast to my first client who is quite rightly ‘over the moon’ and can’t believe his luck that his builder is bucking the trend.

On a different matter, a lot of clients ask me if their new property will be earthquake proof, and hopefully the answer is yes, however with quality issues in respect of raw materials, specification and supervision as well as location, the answer will only be known if and when an earthquake occurs here.  I recently read an article about what has happened to the village of Nglepen, a remote hamlet 25 kilometres south of Yogyakarta City in central Indonesia, where there was a devastating earthquake last year.  A new village has sprung up which is rapidly becoming an unintentional tourist attraction, where a U.S. based group and the World Association of Non-Government Organisations have built earthquake resistant domes in the wake of the disaster, and 70 families agreed and relocated nearby to a 2.5 hectare site which now boasts a kindergarten, a mosque and a health centre.  The fireproof domes are a one piece thin concrete structure with four rooms on the ground floor and one large room upstairs, made by Domes for the World.  Some children visiting the village refer to these new homes as ‘Tellytubby houses’.  Well I am wondering, we have seen our share of little boxes going up in Esentepe and beyond, is this a thing of the future? A ‘tellytubby’ village or perhaps a village made up of giant kleftiko ovens?  Well if you want to be safe in an earthquake this could be the way to go!
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The third cut is the deepest!  Not the way to cut an expensive granite worktop!








‘Kleftiko fırını koyu’  The new homes at Nglepen but will these be next on the horizon at Esentepe?








