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Getting all steamed up

More and more of the new houses being built here have the benefit – if that’s the right word – of central heating, for those cold, chilly nights of the winter.

So what’s the problem?

1 Yes it does get cold but is 9 degrees intolerable?  I believe that I have burnt more wood on my barbeque this year than I did on my open fire which has a very efficient cast iron heat exchanger. I’m not sure central heating is necessary.  

2 If you pick up a brochure on a central heating boiler you would mistakenly think you were reading the technical specifications of a Formula One racing car as boilers are now so sophisticated and highly tuned for efficiency.  The problem is you are leaving the installation of this highly technical piece of equipment not to a Formula One racing car mechanic but usually someone more attuned to keeping a 1940’s Massey Ferguson tractor on the farm.  Very often the installer will have little understanding of their use or efficiency.

3 By law in the U.K. you could not consider installing a central heating boiler unless you are a registered ‘CORGI’ installer, and so it should be.  In 1968, the 22-storey Ronan Point apartment block in Canning Town, London, was devastated by a massive gas blast that claimed five lives. The tragedy led to a determination to protect the public from unsafe gas installations. CORGI was duly founded in 1970 as the Confederation for the Registration of Gas Installers, and was given the task of ensuring that gas work was carried out safely. Initially, gas installers could become affiliated to CORGI on a voluntary basis. In 1991, however, the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) asked CORGI to maintain a register of competent gas installers in the UK. CORGI became the 'Council for Registered Gas Installers'. So in the U.K. long gone are the days of the plumber popping round and installing a gravity fed system.  Today a CORGI registered engineer would not take too kindly to being referred to as a plumber.
So what happens on this island?

The central heating installer finds a location for the boiler:

1 He puts it at the bottom of the garden – after all that’s where he’d put his tractor, or,

2 He locates it on an outside wall open to the elements, so that when it is working its hardest on a cold, wet, windy February night, water gets into the circuit board and it fails, or,

3 He puts it under the window so that the exhaust gases can drift into the house.

They say us Brits leave our brains on the plane when we buy a home here and I think it is important some common sense should prevail when noting the location of the boiler.

I have been told of a case where the boiler has been located in a good weathertight enclosure on the outside of the property, but this enclosure is on the boundary wall.  The flow and return pipes follow the boundary of the garden so as to skirt the pool, it means everything in the garden is rosy with its own subterranean heating system, whilst the interior of the house stays cool, because any heat from the boiler has dissipated by the time it reaches the house.  A costly folly!

At another house, one I looked at for a client, the boiler has been installed on the outside wall of the house immediately below the cloakroom window. When the flue is fitted to the boiler it will clash with the window and undoubtedly warp its UPVC frame and fumes will also drift into the house.
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On another property, the plumber made a simple set of pipe connections look more like a monkey puzzle but went on to install the boiler.   He even put in an extended flue, likely to decapitate anyone of any height, where on this occasion an extended flue was not required anyway. He had to be recalled when the boiler wouldn’t work and he ended up having to reverse some pipework!   The property owner’s daughter and boyfriend came over recently on holiday, the boyfriend is a CORGI registered installer and he could not believe the standard of the installation, he said the installer should have been ‘red carded’ for not having installed basic safety features, like expansion valves and cut offs …… and you thought that red cards were only shown in World Cup matches – well if some of the plumbers here fielded a team they would be off before the whistle was blown!!!

I have also seen a property recently where all the services have been laid together a mere 4 inches underground.  I dread to think what would happen if an unsuspecting person dug into the ground with a garden spade in that area.  I have told my clients that an Engineering Survey must be obtained from their builder, this will show them where all the service runs are – otherwise one strike of the spade and they’ll hit the jackpot faster than they would at the local casino!
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Boiler wrongly situated under a window and open to the elements








