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Don’t be a drip!

I was with a Turkish Cypriot builder recently and used the idiom of ‘being like a dripping tap’ when referring to our mutual client who wanted more and more from him.  It took him no time at all to understand being fully aware of what a leaking tap is, having seen so many in his day-to-day work.  

Well that’s what it is all about now, leaking taps and saving water.  We have all had the leaflet telling us about water being a precious resource but I am not sure how many of us have actually thought about the implications of water being in short supply.  With resources here rapidly diminishing we all need to make some effort to save water.  This can be undertaken by closer management of water and also by the maintenance and improvement of our water systems.
Saving water requires only a little thought – reducing time in the shower and turning off the tap when brushing your teeth or shaving will all save substantial amounts of water, and that’s before we start talking about the efficient use of washing machines and dishwashers.  My excuse for driving a dirty car is water conservation – not my apathy towards cleaning it!  Honest!!  

Talking of apathy, other ways of saving water demand effort, particularly in maintaining our installations where gallons of water a month can be lost from a minor leak.  I am pleased to say that it does not take too much of an effort to resolve these problems today, with people like Cyprus Solutions who will not only make your drains run more freely but also offer a service of sorting out your problem leaks. These minor leaks are not the burst water main that we often saw in the roads in the UK, frequently commented on by Sarah Kennedy on her Radio 2 early morning programme and referred to as BWM’s!  The leaks I refer to are those caused by a combination of poor workmanship and poor quality materials, further compounded by the hard water here.  Most of the toilet cisterns here have an inefficient ‘flapper’ valve fitted, these are largely of a poor quality and allow the build up of limescale on the sealing washer causing them to have a slow weeping leak.  Such leaks have been considered insignificant in the past, but one drip a second amounts to wasting one ton of water every month!  The solution is to fit a more sophisticated and efficient valve, they seal properly and the amount of water discharged is dependent on the amount of time you activate the valve. These valves overcome the weeping leak but should make a saving of fifty per cent on the water you were using previously.  
Another unreliable valve found in a number of places around the house and fitted to various water storage tanks is the good old fashioned ball cock. These are efficient until you introduce hard water and high temperature – both of which we have here. When this happens the rubber valve seal becomes brittle and allows water to continue to run into the tank causing overflowing and waste, this is a problem that often happens when the property is unoccupied and then it goes unnoticed for some time.  Again there is a simple solution with the installation of a modern ‘Torbeck valve’ which uses the pressure of mains water to ensure a watertight seal.
Talking of leaks which go unnoticed for some time, you may recall a while ago I wrote about a friend of mine with a house in Çatalkoy, he came for one of his regular holidays and was horrified to discover significant rising damp throughout the whole of his villa.  Luckily his builder volunteered to make further investigations, resulting in selective removal of ceramic tiles in the kitchen to expose internal pipework, this revealed more wet grit. The cause of the problem, and by now a very serious problem, was identified as a minute weep hole in a plastic welded tee connection in the hot water pipe, likely as a result of the pipework not being properly cleaned and prepared prior to being joined with adhesive.  My friend, being an Engineer in an oil refinery, calculated the amount of water leaking from this small hole over a period of eighteen months to be at worst 3 cubic metres or 3 tons.  The amount of grit laid beneath the ground floor tiles equates to approximately 9.5 cubic metres, the reason why the water had penetrated so far under the floor.
If you have a swimming pool you will know from the cost of keeping it topped up during the summer months, the amount of water that gets wasted by evaporation, not to mention the amount of water that drips off you when you’ve been in for a swim.  Perhaps it is time we all give consideration to the provision of a pool cover which will stop tons of water evaporating, in addition to keeping it cleaner and of course warmer when we have those cold nights at the beginning and end of the swimming season.

What else can we do to save water?  We can look at how to re-use the water - more on this next week!
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Replace your toilet cistern valve with this – it could save 50% of your water used





The old and trusted ball valve - but liable to fail and waste precious water





The modern efficient ‘Torbeck valve’ to replace the old ball valve








