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Chalk and cheese
I have just come back from spending a week in the United Arab Emirates and find the differences between there and here quite distinct, which of course is not surprising having regard to the wealth in the U.A.E. and the limited capital resources here.  However there are some parallels – wherever you look there is building going on and it reminded me of the old joke about the labourer arriving in the Middle East and telling the foreman that looking at all the sand he couldn’t imagine how much cement would be needed to finish the job!  Well that’s exactly what it is like there, where there is no development there is tons of sand and everywhere else there are tower cranes by the score. It is said there are more tower cranes operating per square foot in Dubai than anywhere else in the world! 
There are other parallels, most of the building work is being undertaken by immigrant labour, whether from the Indian subcontinent or now even from mainland China, but whereas in the TRNC we as purchasers of property have to put up with the lesser than average standards which seem to be acceptable to the immigrant labour force here, this is something which would not be acceptable in the U.A.E.  But of course in the U.A.E. things are done a little more efficiently, there is proper planning, proper construction control and supervision by properly qualified personnel, whether from Europe or even South Africa, and perhaps this makes the difference. 
The quality of the concrete formwork you must see to believe, after seeing the way concrete is poured here! But there is a common denominator - in Dubai they also pour concrete at night, this is because it is too hot to do it during the day, whereas here it is just to get the job finished and make an extra buck with no care as to quality.  Finishes can only be considered superb, you don’t see overpainting, you don’t see paint splashes over marble, what you do see is exquisite marble finishes properly laid and finished.  Talking of finishing, things are built to time in the U.A.E.!
Coming back here something else has come to light, again highlighting the differences between the U.A.E. and here - like chalk and cheese - it was the news that a company known as AGD Solar Trading are leaving Northern Cyprus, even though they had recently won an Energy Globe Award for their zero energy showhouse in Alsancak.  The partners say they put North Cyprus on the map but did not get a word of congratulation from the government here – surprise surprise!  They have not received any official interest or support concerning their various proposals for cleaner and more efficient energy here, so they are upping sticks and going to Turkey where they say they are encountering more positive responses.  This is in contrast to the U.A.E. where in Abu Dhabi there is a green initiative with a massive investment in solar power.  Last month the Abu Dhabi’s Future Energy Company (Masdar) launched a $5 billion initiative to establish the world’s first totally green City in Abu Dhabi.  The development will extend over six square kilometres and plans to achieve zero carbon dioxide emissions and zero waste, and includes plans to invest $350,000,000 in solar energy generation.  The new city is scheduled for completion by late 2009 and comes as part of a series of projects adopted by the emirate recently to kerb the greenhouse gas effect on the climate.  
Abu Dhabi also plans a 100 mega watt solar power plant, solar power being a growing global trend among environment conscious investors.  The plant will be expandable to 500 mega watts with a target to generate enough power for 500,000 households.  A pilot project is being planned in Dubai as well, with an announcement by Tecom, a subsidiary of Dubai Holding, that it will supply all its developments with clean solar energy.

The U.A.E. have chosen to invest heavily in alternative energy, despite the fact that they are among the top producers of oil worldwide, and given the country’s economic development plans the initiative should make sense economically too.

Though it may seem paradoxical that Abu Dhabi is adopting such an initiative, in the short term this can save substantial amounts of energy and in the longer term alternative sources, especially solar power, will present an important aspect in the world’s energy mix.  An economist at the Gulf Research Centre says ‘Capturing carbon dioxide will not only help to kerb global warming but will also provide an alternative to oil field injections of natural gas’.  

Abu Dhabi accounts for more than 90% of the U.A.E.’s oil resources and the country’s reserves exceed 100 billion barrels, ranking the third largest in the world.  There is some sense in what they are doing, because a recent report on climate change says the greenhouse effect on the Middle East region will result in an increase in the region’s temperatures of 1 – 2 degrees Celsius by the year 2030.  The impact of this on the region’s ecological system, water resources and health could be catastrophic.

Masdar’s Chief Executive Officer, Sultan Al Jaber, said ‘what we are trying to do is set an example not only in the region but worldwide for other nations to follow, as environmental issues do have a global effect’.
If only the Government here would take some of this on board because whether global warming is as a result of carbon emissions or just a natural phenomena, weather patterns are certainly changing dramatically and anything that can possibly help this situation is of benefit to humanity in the short term as well as in the future.  Sustainability is a buzzword throughout the world now and it is one we must take on board here, because resources are certainly being wasted, not only in the construction process but with lack of recycling and the lack of foresight to grasp alternative energy.
Talking of alternatives, staying at our friends house in Dubai - in the summer their hot tap runs cold water and the cold tap runs hot water.  Why?  The hot water storage cylinder is contained in the air conditioned house and the mains cold water and cold water tanks are outside in temperatures of 40+ degrees, so by switching off the immersion heater they have an insulated cold water cylinder and rely on the heat of the sun to warm the incoming cold water supply, this starts off hot when leaving the desalination plant and never gets a chance to cool down.  Didn’t see one solar panel anywhere the whole time I was there!
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There is a huge amount of development going on in Dubai – I was impressed -  the formwork is clean, the sites are tidy and work appears to be going on in an orderly fashion
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