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Bitter sweet changes
Well after all the hullabaloo the last few weeks we now know it’s official that there is a change of Government. Certainly with the noise factor, the congestion factor, and as a result the pollution factor, it was fairly obvious from the size of cavalcades and the cacophony of car horns which political party seemed to have the most support.  Now it’s down to the serious part and this new Government certainly has some planning to do.  All I hope is they recognise the need to plan long-term and not just go for a short term fix.
I know I have only been on this island a relatively short time but one thing I have noticed is nothing seems to be properly planned, everything appears to be ad-hoc as and when required and some long-term planning and control is certainly needed, particularly in the property development sector where there has to date been uncontrolled growth in the market resulting in a spoilt environment littered with unfinished properties and rows of empty shops. These things on the scale of it appear large but there are certainly greater problems that need to be addressed. 

Green issues are certainly matters that must be taken on board, even if the colour of that particular party wasn’t successful!  Environmental issues have been ignored – it’s not just the blotting of the landscape which we can see but it’s the latent problems that will certainly come to light in the future.  Uncontrolled development here has meant the blasting away of mountainsides further diminishing the island’s natural beauty, some attempt has been made to take control of this but if only these resources were recognised as being finite we would not be seeing so much waste.  Whatever building site I go to materials are considered to be two a penny and much is wasted.  This also used to be the case in the UK where tons of materials were wasted but things have changed, not only due to the cost of materials but legislation making builders focus on the dwindling resource requiring them to recycle.  Even the days of demolition and landfill have gone with the demolition materials now being crushed and reused.  Here we see materials just fly-tipped.  The future must certainly be focussed upon because if progress continues at the rate it has done and things happen as they have been then this island will be irretrievably spoiled. Recycling doesn’t seem to be a word often used here but things have to change.  I know this kind of change is expensive but it is a necessary cost these days and some schemes could be to the country’s benefit.  One resource we are certainly short of after water is electricity and Western countries are now looking to generate power from waste resource rather than use oil and other dwindling natural resources.

I was reading an article this week published in my profession’s journal about The London Thames Gateway Development Corporation, (LTGDC) which is the Government’s lead regeneration agency for East London – the Lower Lea Valley and London Riverside, the two areas with the greatest potential for growth in London and in the Thames Gateway.  LTGDC’s priorities are to deliver capital projects which aim to create 8,200 new homes and 7,900 new jobs by 2016. They also want to maximise the opportunities and benefits from the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games’ investment and secure an appropriate Olympic legacy for east London 

The Thames Gateway Institute for Sustainability has been created and this is a centre of research excellence for sustainable technologies, focused on bringing forward practical, commercial innovations to measurably reduce environmental impact. It is private sector led initiative and is the only one of its kind in the UK. LTGDC is working with a consortium of world class business and academic institutions to establish the institute to develop, test and demonstrate new solutions for sustainable living. A deal has been struck by LTGDC for its first energy-from-waste facility at the London Sustainable Industries Park (SIP), in Dagenham, East London.  London is the first capital city in Europe to have a Sustainable Industries Park.

Waste management firm Cyclamax, will build its fourth and flagship facility on a 3.5ha site at the London SIP.  The 100,000 tonne capacity gasification plant will produce up to 15 mega watts of energy a year, providing enough power for up to 20,000 homes.  It will divert commercial waste that would otherwise have gone to landfill, including non-recyclable waste from offices, restaurants and retailers.  Cyclamax intend to lodge a planning application for its plant this summer and expect to be operational in early 2012.
I am thinking to myself wouldn’t this be a great use for the CMC site bordering Lefke, contaminated barren land in urgent need of cleaning up and with talk of international money being made available to undertake this, well if only a few other international grants could be obtained we would perhaps see power generation in the future from the resources presently being dumped here. This could be a step towards environmental sustainability - words that are not often used here but ones that need to be - and wouldn’t it be nice if that promise of no more power cuts became a reality?

 

