Appeared Cyprus Times 27/07/08


A prayer answered
I was sitting outside last evening when outside temperatures were more bearable and keeping away from the minor building works I am having done.  My wife and I were discussing what is next to be done on the outside of the house, I don’t plan on doing anything in this heat and anything that needs to be done can wait until the end of September or early October, although I know that the wrought iron railings around the terraces will make our house look shabby once the present building works are complete.

I don’t relish the thought of putting a paintbrush to the wrought iron and I have been thinking if only there was a better way of painting them so that I don’t have to go from one side of the railing to the other so that everything is painted – if only there was a paintbrush that would bend around corners and paint both sides at once.  I thought an airless electric spray gun might do the work, but with the amount of overspray and masking up necessary I discounted that idea.  I have been praying for something that would do this job easily and I am pleased to tell you a company has invented something that paints around corners and it is ideal for decorating wrought iron balustrades etc.

It is an electrostatic paint gun that’s been manufactured by Hammerite, they say to use this gun is four times faster than a brush and it paints both sides at once – a real answer to our prayers.

But how does it work? Well the advertising blurb says: The Hammerite Metalmaster is the new and exciting way to paint and protect metal using a cordless, electrostatic paint gun.  Using unique 3D WRAP precision technology (meaning that the paint coats itself around curved surfaces such as railings so that both sides are painted at the same time) based on a science of electrostatics, this revolutionary new tool is the smart solution for painting intricate metal surfaces including railings, gates and garden furniture.
This 3D WRAP technology used in the Metalmaster applies a static electric type charge to the paint which is then strongly attracted to the earthed metal objects. The charged paint particles wrap around metal objects coating them on all sides at once, making it possible to paint for example both the front and back of railings from just one side. Overspray is low as metal objects attract the charged paint particles more strongly than non-metal objects.

Well from what the manufacturers say this system seems easy to use – the four AA batteries are inserted into the gun, if it’s working there will be a slight vibration, peel off the sticker and plastic catch around the rim of the nozzle, insert the paint canister and it’s ready for action.  The earthing cable is attached to the object to be painted and away you go. I see the manufacturers do say for best results the earth contact should be to bare, unpainted metal, enabling the charged paint to apply efficiently.
It is then a matter of holding the gun approximately six inches from the surface to be painted, moving the gun from side to side in a smooth and gentle sweeping motion. Reading the instructions it’s a bit like the traditional spraying technique – you do not direct the paint at one area for too long otherwise it will run, do not overpaint – it is better to apply two fine coats rather than one thick one and the next coat can be applied fifteen minutes after the last one.

The earthed surface will attract particles of paint from the cloud of paint created by the sweeping motion of the gun; consequently paint is applied to the reverse of the surface such as railings by directing paint just to one side, the paint flows past the front face and is then attracted back due to the charge. 

The manufacturer’s specification says the paint canister should last for twenty minutes of continuous painting, and goes on to say one paint canister can cover up to twelve metres based on typical railings one metre tall, 15mm in diameter with 100mm gap between each railing.  If they are suggesting that in twenty minutes 12 metres of railing can be painted then I’m all for it!  A few days’ work done in less than an hour! That’s more than an answer to a prayer – it’s a miracle!!

I haven’t seen these for sale here yet but I am off to the UK for a couple of days and there will certainly be one in my suitcase coming back with me!
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A prayer answered when it comes to painting railings – this gun allows both sides of the railing to be painted at once





I am hoping never to have to paint these with a brush ever again!








