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A few bad apples

Well the beginning of the week I find my business email address sabotaged with over 65,000 messages to my inbox in one day, it makes me wonder if I might have upset someone being outspoken on property issues here!!  Focussing on the job in hand has been difficult whilst I resolve my email problem, so I have spent some time reflecting on various issues and certain trends come to light.  This sounds a bit like the ever famous ‘swingometer’ on election night.

I am starting to recognise trends, some good and some bad.  On the good side, there are the established Turkish Cypriot building companies with reputations to uphold that are keen to build a quality product, building to an acceptable standard within the contract period, always with site supervision. Two such companies that have not let me down to date are Korman and Levent Homes, and I am sure it is a result of them employing a stable workforce, and having a permanent Site Agent ensuring things happen when they should and to a given standard.

Proper site supervision does make a difference.  I have been ‘banging my head against a brick wall’ on quality issues on one property I have been overseeing the construction of, and had not been getting far as the Site Agent was largely indifferent to any comment or request.  Well at last a change of supervisors and hey presto – it could be a different site.  Things are now happening for the better and the quality on site is much improved. Now hopefully my clients will be getting what they paid for and not a second rate compromise.

I can’t say this is the same on every site I visit.  My problems on site continue with certain builders.  I tried to make an inspection of the interior of one of the houses being built by the teacher/part time builder but I was denied access.  Why? I wonder.  Is there perhaps a problem after the recent heavy rain? I don’t know and I can’t tell.  All I can tell you is, the problems I identified on another property built by the same builder, the very same builder that tried to get me arrested last year, have not gone away.  The penetrating damp I predicted is getting worse and as a result the marble skirting edging is now coming away from the wall.  All because this builder was too stubborn to listen, all he had to do was clean out the gap in the cavity wall before the property was completed.  The owner of this property now wishes she had listened to me and not accepted the builder’s views that there would not be a problem.

On another property, my clients have been trying to get a response from their builder.  The property is not being built to specification and there are certain quality issues, not only that, but the build is now more than six months behind schedule.  I called into the developer’s office this week, not actually an office but a kitchen in one of their showhouses, to express my serious concern and stressed that the Architect must contact my client as a matter of urgency.  The Architect did at last ring my client but only to say he was far too busy to deal with them.  I know why – this developer used to have a very good reputation but is now leaving a trail of havoc and despair on more recently constructed sites, so is no doubt bogged down with complaints from all angles.

I am finding a similar trend with another builder, this developer is content to leave one site in Karsiyaka unfinished and has now moved on to building a new development in Tatlisu.  Sadly building quality has not improved, there are lots of quality issues with another of their poorly built houses which I duly reported to my client.  The response from the builders to my client was basically they are not prepared to take on board any of the problems I have identified, they tell my client I can go to their site and take photos to forward on but I am not allowed to criticise their work!  Oh and by the way ‘just send your stage payment’!

Talking of problems, you may have seen the picture in my article last week.  This was of the support to a new house adjacent to a ravine which was being washed away. Well the builder has taken some remedial action, he has filled the void with earth and large rocks.  This is not going to solve the problem long term but is a short term fix – no doubt just long enough for the builder to get his money and move on to the next one!

Well tomorrow looks interesting – I am going to look at a pool that is ‘rising’.  There must be some levitational forces at work here!  I am a ‘feet on the ground’ kind of person and my view is what goes up must come down. It sounds to me that the whole structure is rotating with one end sinking.  The shallow end getting deeper and the deep end getting shallower.  Watch this space!  And as far as trends are concerned – what comes around goes around - the same builders here are leaving a trail of havoc making it bad for those builders who are trying to do a good job, this will be the case until, as I have said before, proper building regulation control and policing comes into force.
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Short term solution to a long term problem








